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Text: 
 
Caveat of the sale are arising. It’s a complicate issue involving different aspects, finance (with the intervention 
of the watchdog and the investigation of the Milan prosecutor's office) and industrial. The deal has also political 
implications since the government decided to not create an independent group from the merger of Ansaldo 
Breda and Ansaldo STS with the support of Cassa Depositi e Prestiti and of a foreign industrial partner as 
done with Ansaldo Energia partially sold to Shanghai Electric. 
 
Matteo Renzi has chosen a short term option based on financial criteria than a long term plan driven by 
industrial development. Now Ansaldo Breda does no longer seem the “bad company” described at the time of 
the agreement signed with Hitachi. In the last six years, Finmeccanica has pumped cash for several billions, 
and now the company, which has two thousand employees in Pistoia, Naples and Reggio Calabria, is 
accumulating orders being involved in tender notices for new regional trains set by Trenitalia. 
 
The situation is becoming more and more negative for Ansaldo Sts worldwide leader in railway signaling and 
satellite control driverless, technology increasingly in demand in advanced automation times. Hitachi, which 
controls a 50.5 percent stake after the failure of the tender offer, can not proceed with the delisting. Meanwhile 
the CEO Stefano Siragusa (appointed by Sergio De Luca, the "father" of Ansaldo Sts) has been pushed out 
because not in line with the synthetic industrial project (a few lines in all) submitted by the Japanese. After 
many promises, Hitachi has admitted that "will consider all necessary measures to rationalize administrative 
and production functions of the integrated group, providing efficiency to benefit customers and consumers."  
Stop. 
 
While waiting for the dissolution of the historical brand Ansaldo (in contrast to what has been announced) is 
already emerging that administrative and research & development will move to London. In the meantime, a 
new CEO is coming: Andrew Barr. Current vice-president of the European subsidiary of Hitachi, without 
operational experiences at the highest corporate level, Barr could drive a company with 3,700 employees, a 
billion and a half turnover, seven billion of orders. 
 


